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DATES TO REMEMBER                                           TUESDAY, 5th DECEMBER 2017 

Volunteers Morning Tea 
Thursday 7th December 
11am in the staffroom 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS COMMUNITY NIGHT 13th DECEMBER  

We are well underway with our preparations for the 
Christmas Carols. 

If you havenôt already done so, please mark this date in your diary as it is one of our favourite 
annual whole school events. Please be aware that this is a smoke, alcohol and drug free 
event. 

2018 TERM DATES  

   Term 1: 31st January ï 29th March (9 weeks) 

   Term 2: 16th April ï 29th June (11 weeks) 

   Term 3: 16th July ï 21st September (10 weeks) 

   Term 4:  8th October- 21st December (11 weeks) 

 

BEGINNING SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

We are now half way through our Beginning School Program here at Findon and itôs fabulous to see so many of 
our brand new Foundation students here each Wednesday and Friday morning. They have adjusted well and 
have settled in nicely to the rigours of being at school! Below are some thoughts regarding the óStart of School.ô 

TRANSITION 

Starting primary school is a major milestone for children and their parents, marking the start of a new phase of life 
for both. The transition to school is an experience that starts well before, and extends far beyond, your childôs first 
day. Your child may start school after going to kindergarten or child care or they may not have attended any              
formal service before going to school. All children will have developed a range of skills and abilities that will form 
the basis of their positive school experiences. As well as transition into Foundation we acknowledge the                     
challenge our students face when entering the next year level of their schooling, and as such provide them with a 
óMeet the Teacherô transition session on Thursday 21st December 2017. 

Findon Primary School conducts a Beginning Schools Transition Program (BSP) over ten sessions for those             
children leaving kinder and commencing their primary education. This program is a vital component of ensuring 
our new students make a smooth transition to the beginning of their formal education. During the transition              
program, our new students have the opportunity to familiarise themselves with their new school environment, 
meet many of the staff they will be interacting with and experience some of the structures and programs they will 
encounter next year. We welcome parents to our three Parent Information Session in the Library from 9.15 till 
10.45. These sessions cover Readiness for School, Positive Transitioning to School, Write to Read Program 
and School Nurse. It is also an opportunity to get to know other parents and families for 2018, over a cuppa. Look 
forward to seeing you there. 

DECEMBER 

1 Beginning School Program               

9.15am - 10.45am     M - Z 

7 Volunteers Morning Tea  

13 Family Carols Night  

18 Year 6 Farewell Evening  

20 Whole School Celebration  

22 Last day Term 4                             

1.30pm  Dismissal 
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CLASS STRUCTURE FOR 2018 

The formation of classes for next year is almost complete, and like Santa, teachers will be checking them twice 
before they are finalised. There will be 18 classes in 2018. 

EARLY YEARS:                                       MIDDLE YEARS 

3 x Foundation                                          5 x Year 3/ 4 

5 x Year 1/ 2                                             5 x Year 5/ 6 

Teachers will be allocated to classes once the student lists are finalised. 

THANK YOU MORNING TEA - REMINDER 

Throughout the year there are many parents and community members who give their time and contribute to the 
life of the school enriching the programs and environment available to our students. We would like to express our 
appreciation and thanks to all those who have assisted in so many ways this year. We are holding a Volunteer 
and Parent Helpersô Morning Tea at Findon on Thursday 7th December at 11am to express our thanks.  

2018 ESSENTIAL STUDENT LEARNING RESOURCES  

School Council has determined that the cost for the Booklist and Excursion Levy will be $120 and Educational 
Resources will be $105.00 for 2018 . The Department of Education and Training (DET) provides funding through 
the Student Resource Package. This means that we receive bulk funding for the cost of the schoolôs educational 
programs. The funding covers staff salaries, professional development, building maintenance, cleaning and              
sanitation supplies, energy, administration and contributions to our educational programs. Findon Primary School 
finds additional income from sources such as fundraising and the hire of school facilities to external                       
organisations. However, these funds do not meet the costs of the quality education programs we wish to provide 
for your children. Findon Primary School makes every effort to keep the cost and number of items that need to be 
purchased to a minimum. We also try to ensure that the costs are affordable for all parents. While payment is not 
required until the start of the 2018 school year we would greatly appreciate completed and returned forms by  
Friday 15th December 2017. Payment and collection day for Book Pack will be on Monday 29th January 2018. A 
school stationery pack will only be received upon payment.  

I leave you with the following words to ponderé 

 

A Little Poem to reinforce the Home School Partnership 
 

I dreamed I stood in a studio 
And watched two sculptors there 
The clay they used was a young childôs mind 
And they fashioned her with care. 
 
One was a teacher, the tools she used 
Were books and music and art 
One was a parent with guiding hands 
And a gentle loving heart 
 
Day after day the teacher toiled 
With a touch that was deft and sure, 
While the parent laboured by her side 
And polished and smothered it oôer 
 

 
And when at last their task was done, 
They were proud of what they had wrought 
For the things they had moulded into the child 
Could neither be sold or bought. 
 

 
And each agreed they would have failed 
If they had worked alone, 
For behind the parent stood the school, 
And behind the teacher, the home 

 

Have a great week everyone 

Paula Cosgrave 

Principal 
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CAROLS NIGHT RAFFLE  

Tickets $1.00  
RAFFLE PRIZES: 
 1.  $600 Gift Certificate for Artist Photographer and          
      $50 Lowes Voucher.                      
 2.  Family Christmas Hamper, $50 Lowes Voucher and           
      2 Gold Class Tickets to Reading Cinemas. 
 3.  $150 Lowes Voucher.  
 4.  Kids Hamper, WaterMarc Family Swim & Slide  Pass       
       and 4 Entry passes to Inflatable World. 
 5.  Garden Pack and a $100 Mr Veggies Garden &  Handyman 
      Service 
 6.  Beauty Hamper and a $40 Groove Train Voucher. 
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