
Term 1 has gone by so quickly and all students should now be settled into the rou-

tines and expectations of Year 5/6. This is another busy term where there will be 

many expectations placed on your child to perform to the best of his/her ability. 

Please read through the information in this newsletter and we strongly urge you to 

keep up to date with the weekly school newsletters to keep informed and ensure 

that you don’t miss any important news or exciting events.  Read on to find out 

what is happening in our learning team.  

Welcome Back! 

Transition From Year 6 to Year 7 

All year 6 students received an application for enrolment (for Year 7, 2020) in 

the first week of this term. Please ensure your child returns this form to your 

child’s classroom teacher by Friday 17th May with all areas filled out correctly. 

If your child is attending a government school, you will be advised of your child’s 

placement in August.  

Dates for Information Nights have been advertised in the school’s weekly news-

letter and we will continue to do so until the dates have passed. We highly en-

courage you to research secondary colleges to ensure the best choice for your 

child. 
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Special points of 

interest: 

 Anzac Day As-

sembly 2:30—

3:30pm Wednes-

day  24th April 

 Friday 26th April 

Transition to Yr 7 

forms distributed 

to all Yr 6 stu-

dents 

 Monday 29th 

April (Silver Coin 

Trail commences 

for Timor 

 Colourathon 

Fundraiser 

Wednesday 8th 

May 

 Mothers’ Day 

Stall Wednesday 

8th May 

 NAPLAN for Year 

3 and Year 5 

students 14th, 

15th & 16th May 

 Year 6 Transition 

to Year 7 Forms 

Due Back Friday 

17th May 

 22nd May  Dis-

trict Cross Coun-

try 

 Senior Choir 

recording 4th 

June 

 Queen’s Birthday 

Holiday—Monday 

1oth June 

 Student Led 

Conferences 

26th June  

 Last Day of Term 

2 Friday 28th 

June  

Term 2: April 23—June 28 2019 

Term 2, 

2019 

ICT: 

During Term 2, the students will be continuing to use computers to 

complement their learning. Please ensure that your child charges 

their netbook each night and brings it to school each day. It is very 

frustrating and interferes with learning when computers are dead, 

charges need to be borrowed or computers numbers are too to allow 

all students to participate in planned activities. Students must also 

make sure that they are using the computer responsibly at set by the 

guidelines in the Acceptable User Contract.  

We recommend use of computers in the presence of grown ups.  

Read the School newsletter 

online! 

www.findonps.vic.edu.au or 

flexibuzz app 

This terms inquiry unit, Mind Our own Business, is a unit that fo-

cuses on the development of business and economic literacy in 

students. Students will learn the fundamental principles of busi-

ness, needs vs wants, consumer and product life cycles as well as 

the differences between the needs and wants that are perceived 

between different cultures. In the last weeks of this unit (week 7-

9) students will work in groups to develop products for a Findon 

Market sales event, where students (and hopefully parents) will 

have the opportunity to purchase great home-made produce. All 

proceeds from sales will go to a charity of the class’s choice.  

INQUIRY: 



This term students will work on the following areas in Maths: 

Length, Perimeter, Area, Volume, Capacity, Mass, Financial 

Maths, Fractions, Decimals and Percentages. Your child will be 

grouped according to their results in pretests on each of these 

areas so that they can work in ‘like ability groups’ with one of 

the teachers from Learning Team 4.  

Please encourage your child to work on their automatic response (times tables and ability 

to work with the four processes using mental methods) and other maths skills at home. 

Being quick and accurate with basic number facts is essential in developing confidence 

when approaching new maths tasks.  Remember that your child has access to Mathletics 

and Study Ladder at home and this should be part of their homestudy routine. 

Reading:  Students in all years are encouraged to read for enjoyment and 

make suitable selections when choosing books for home reading. It is al-

ways a good idea to discuss the books that your child is reading and to lis-

ten to them read aloud to practise expression and fluency. Don’t forget to 

add the books you read to the Premier’s Reading Challenge website. 

During our shared reading experiences we will be discussing a variety of 

texts including the author’s craft. Students will be involved in small guided 

reading groups with their teacher each week as well as vocabulary building, read to self and 

E-Reading.  

Writing:  Our writing experiences will develop through the study of three different genres: 

Narratives, Expositions and Explanation Writing. Boot Camp will continue in writing ses-

sions which involves the study of phonics, spelling rules and handwriting. 

Mathematics 

English: 
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Term 2 

Staffing: 

5/6 AS: 

Andrew 

Stocker 

5/6 EM: 

Evelyne 

Murray 

5/6 MS: 

Monica 

Scuderi 

5/6 JW: 

Jennifer 

Wheatcroft 

5/6 IK:  

Igor Koval 

Absences: 

Please remember 

that if your child is 

unwell, you can call 

the office to notify 

the school that they 

will be away, or you 

can write a note to 

your child’s teacher 

upon their return. 

You can now also 

log your child’s ab-

sence on the flexi-

buzz app. Remem-

ber, continued ab-

sence can impact 

on your child’s 

learning both aca-

demically and so-

Green Team: 

The Green Team, with students from Year 5, will be focused on 
the development of leadership capabilities, with their main ob-
jective for the year being to complete the waste module in the 
ResourceSmart Aussi Vic program (https://
www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/School/About-ResourceSmart-
Schools).  

We will be conducting regular waste audits, biodiversity activi-
ties and developing our ideas about how to make Findon a more 
sustainable school.  

One of the main activities conducted each week is Rubbish Free 
Friday – where we encourage students to come to school with 
no rubbish.  

Robo Club: 

This term in RoboClub (open to Year 4-6) we will be learning about programming the 
Lego Mindstorm Robots to conduct simple tasks. If you (or your child) is interested 
in learning about programming (coding) or is keen to experiment with building 
things with Lego, then join us during Tuesday lunchtimes.  

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/School/About-ResourceSmart-Schools
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/School/About-ResourceSmart-Schools
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/School/About-ResourceSmart-Schools


A huge congratulations from the 5/6 team of teachers on how well the new 
school leaders have settled into their roles. The school captains, house cap-
tains, environmental captains and junior school council representatives have 
had such a productive and successful term. Their dedication and passion shown 
in the weekly school assemblies, school-wide fundraisers and student voice 
forums has been admirable... may they continue in the same vein, in Term 
Two. 

A reminder that the silver coin trail, to help schools in East Timor, will be com-
mencing in Week Two, so the student leadership team encourage all students 
to bring any spare silver coins to donate to this worthwhile cause. The actual 
coin trail will be assembled in Week Eight, with the school leaders assisting the 
whole schooling in putting it together and calculating the total amount of do-
nations.  

Our buddy program between the Year 5’s and 
Foundation students was very successful last 
term and is continuing again this term, while 
year 6’s are engaged in Interschool Sports. The buddy program consists of our 
older students reading, helping, playing, mentoring and assisting with the com-
pletion of activities or projects with the younger foundation students. The goal 
is to develop relationships between the younger and older children, enhancing 
the sense of a friendly and supportive school community. There are benefits for 
the older buddy in acknowledging their leadership, responsibility and pride in 
their ability to be helpful.  

Student Leadership 

Buddy Program 
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Interschool Sport 

In Term One a number of our grade 5/6 students participated in Friday 
morning interschool sports. There was a variety of sports that students 
participated in, these included boys and girls volleyball, mixed cricket, girls 
T-ball and boys hotshots (tennis). We challenged students from different 
schools in our district, which included Plenty Parklands, St Luke’s Primary, 
St Francis Primary, Mill Park Heights Primary and Northside Primary. 

In Term Two we are participating against the same schools as Term One 
but some of the sports have changed. Term 2 sports included boys and 
girls netball, mixed soccer, mixed AFL & girls hotshots. 
 
As part of the responsibility of being in the interschool sports teams, stu-
dents are required to attend before school training on Fridays at 8:15am. 



Homework: 

Findon P.S. Homework Policy: 

In Year 4 to 6, homework will consist mainly of: 

Daily independent reading 

Tasks reinforcing and applying concepts taught in class 

Extension of class work, projects and assignments, writing and research 

Unfinished work associated with classroom activities 

Project work associated with class learning 

Homework will generally not exceed 45 minutes per day (including reading) 

The basis of homework in Year 5/6 s is reading and independent Maths study using Mathletics. Unfinished 

work from school may also be given to students on a regular basis. Students need to have a regular home 

study time each day and a designated area in which to work, to make this an easy routine to follow.  If your 

family is involved in many after school activities, then creating an agreed timetable to follow, can assist in 

managing time. If home learning becomes a concern, please contact your child’s teacher. 

Home Studies: Australian Government Learning Potential Resources 
Learning isn’t bound by the school gates. Research indicates that ongoing parental involvement in chil-

dren’s learning reaps benefits in many ways, including shaping positive attitudes to learning and supporting 

student achievement. Finding practical ideas for parents to engage in learning in a way that is fun and pur-

poseful takes time that classroom teachers don’t always have. 

Learning Potential Resources can help. This parent-friendly website is free to access and provides a range 

of literacy and numeracy activities designed to support the Australian Curriculum for primary school chil-

dren. 

 
Apart from the weekly activities set by the classroom teacher, parents might like to look at this site developed 
for parents by the Australian Government to supplement learning in the classroom… http://
www.learningpotential.edu.au/ 

Uniform: 
Findon’s Primary School Uniform Policy states that 
children are expected to wear uniform every day. Stu-
dents should now be wearing a jumper (either a Year 
6 commemorative jumper or a regular bottle green 
jumper) as the weather is becoming quite cold. If your 
child does not have a jumper that fits please see the 
office as there are second hand jumpers available or 
they may direct you to the appropriate uniform shop. 
Please supply a note if the correct uniform is unable to 
be worn. Furthermore, we understand that it is diffi-
cult to get uniform dry in the wet weather, so please 
ensure that uniform gets washed early enough for it 
to dry. Furthermore, girls should not be wearing leg-
gings as these are not part of the uniform policy. 

Lunch: 

We encourage children to bring healthy snacks and nu-
tritious lunches to school. It is important for children to 
have good nutrition throughout the day in order for 
them to concentrate on their learning. Foods that are 
high in fat and/or salt and/or sugar do not provide the 
nutrition necessary for your children to make the most 
of their learning opportunities at school. Behaviour can 
also be influenced by what we eat. Children who don’t 
have adequate nutrition throughout the day may be 
tired and irritable. This often has an impact on the way 
they relate to those around them as well as on their 
learning. 
Please help your child in the organisation of their lunch 
either the night before or in the morning. 

Looking forward to another busy term of learning, 

The Year 5/6 Team: Monica Scuderi, Jennifer Wheatcroft, Andrew Stocker, Igor Koval and Evelyne Murray 

http://esanews.cmail20.com/t/r-l-yuyddkty-djiuhtuyuj-y/
http://www.learningpotential.edu.au/
http://www.learningpotential.edu.au/

