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DATES TO REMEMBER     TUESDAY, 6th  AUGUST 2019 

AUGUST 

7 Sausage Sizzle 

16 Trivia Night 

23 Curriculum Day 

28 Fathers Day Stall 

29 LT3 Melbourne Zoo Excursion 

SEPTEMBER 

10 District Athletics  

18 Phillip Island Campers                

19 Phillip Island Camp 

20 Phillip Island Campers Return 

20 Last Day Term 3 

OCTOBER 

7 First Day Term 4 

16 Regional Athletics Carnival 

23 Arts Festival 

NOVEMBER 

4 Curriculum Day 

5  Melbourne Cup Day 

DECEMBER 

20 Last Day Term 4 

  

 

All unsold chocolates 

and monies                                                           

are NOW overdue. please 

return to the office asap. 

Thank you 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Hello Everyone 

It’s good to be back…… 

I have missed the Findon Community enormously and believe that, no matter where 
you go in the world, there is no place like home! After a month away travelling, Michael 
and I have walked 140 kilometres of the Camino Trail from San Sebastian to Bilbao, in 
Spain; cycled 250 kilometres, traversing the canals from Brugge in Belgium to 
Amsterdam in Holland; visited Guggenheim, Rijksmuseum and Van Gogh museums and 
encountering one of the hottest European summers on record, with temperatures 
hitting 42 degrees! What a wonderful time we have had, with our Findon ‘Learning for 
Life’ motto with us every step of the way!  

I would like to express my sincere THANKS to both David Mackay and Linda who 
‘steered’ Findon PS whilst I was on leave and continued to make sure everything was 
running smoothly and maintained a sense of calm. Thankyou also to the amazing staff 
of Findon who supported them and what a magnificent TEAM EFFORT!  

I look forward to catching up with you all, out and about on yard duty.    

mailto:findon.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 SAVE THE DATE…….FRIDAY 16th August 2019  

 

 
 

 

CURIOSITY 

Curiosity is critical for children’s all-round development. The power of curiosity helps children in clarifying problems, develop ideas and 
help solve problems and later, use and apply them in their daily life. Curiosity also helps children explore how situations and scenarios 
of life could be different in their finer aspects. When children explore the surrounding environment in an active manner, they can be the 
most productive people in the world. Asking probing questions, investigating all possibilities, and owning a sense of pleasure and 
excitement will also help children become wonderful inventors and innovators. Almost all children come equipped with a sense of 
curiosity, however, they may need a gentle nudge to develop it further. Curiosity means questions, questions and more questions! It 
also means seeking the right type of answer for all those questions. Curiosity is the combination of tough questions and right answers. 
As questions are the most critical key in developing curiosity, parents may need to teach children how the ‘why’s and how’s’ of life can 
help them to solve many uncertain and difficult problems. Children are keen learners and they can learn more by developing curiosity. A 
burning desire to learn more will encourage children to start asking question after question in their mind. Children can look at things in 
an exciting and thrilling way. In fact, they can be wonderstruck when they see something that is new, exciting and fresh. This ‘wonder’ is 
that amazingly thrilling moment that is difficult to explain. For example, it is when children utter a single and simple word – WOW! The 
most important thing here is to get actively involved with them to encourage the asking of higher order questions, to help find answers 
to their questions and provide appropriate solutions. 

PHONICS: systematic and sequential teaching of the letter-sound relationships in written English that allow readers to decode words 

Explicit teaching of phonics is a cornerstone of effective early reading instruction. Around one third of children will have difficulty 
learning to read without systematic teaching in how to ‘crack the code’ of written English, and another third will not learn to read at all 
without it. Phonics instruction is most effective when integrated into a comprehensive literacy program that includes practice with 
decodable text as well as exposure to literature with a rich vocabulary. Decades of evidence shows that all children benefit from explicit 
and early teaching of the correspondences between letters and speech sounds. There are essentially two approaches to teaching 
phonics explicitly: synthetic and analytic phonics instruction. Their effectiveness differs markedly. At present the model known as 
systematic synthetic phonics has the strongest research support. In synthetic phonics, teachers build up phonic skills from their smallest 
unit (graphemes). The processes of blending (“What word do these sounds make when we put them together mmm-aaa-nnn?”), and 
segmenting (“Sound out this word for me”) are also taught. ‘Controlled vocabulary’ stories may be used — books using only words 
decodable using the students’ current knowledge base. This is intended to reduce the memory load on beginning readers that follows 
from having too large a range of words at a time when the aim is for students to induce the alphabetic principle. 

Analytic phonics involves the analysis (breaking down) of the whole word to its parts. For example, “The sound you want occurs in these 
words: mad, maple, moon.” Sounds in isolation from words are not presented to children. 

In analytic phonics, children learn words by sight at first, and their attention is drawn only to initial letter sounds. Segmenting and 
blending are introduced after all the letter sounds have been introduced. By contrast, synthetic phonics teaches children to sound and 
blend from the beginning of reading instruction, after a few letter sounds have been taught.      

LATENESS 

A timely reminder, going into Semester Two, that students arriving late for school on a fairly regular basis, can have a negative effect on 
the education of not only those students who are late, but also the other students in the class. Students who are late miss a lot of 
instructions and information about what is happening, not to mention important learning. This means that they have to catch up 
somehow. It’s like being late to see a movie and not being able to understand what’s happening because you don’t know who the 
characters are and what the plot is. Students can feel unsettled, disorganised and unhappy for the rest of the day and it can take them 
some time to understand and complete the work that they have missed. Students who are late have an unsettling effect on the rest of 
the class. Because not all late students arrive at once, the interruptions go on until the last student is settled. Teachers have certain 
lessons to teach, as well as organisational details to address at the start of each day. Teachers can become increasingly frustrated when 
late students continually and repeatedly interrupt the learning opportunities of others in the class, as they have to stop teaching to deal 
with the issues involved. We are all human. Cars break down and unexpected situation can occur. We know that family morning 
routines are not always straightforward. If you are experiencing problems, speak with us, as we may be able to offer suggestions to 
help. We accept that students will be late on the odd occasion because of unforeseen circumstances. However, arriving late on a 
regular basis is not acceptable. 

‘FLYING into FOUNDATION’ has got off to a flying start in term 3 and our 2019 Foundation students have settling in well to the daily 
routine of school life! This transition will make our Beginning Schools Program in term 4 extra smooth for our children. 

I leave you with the following words to ponder… 

“Your children need your presence more than your presents.” Jesse Jackson 

Paula Cosgrave 

Principal 



 

 

NEWSLETTER REQUEST 

 

The Newsletter will now only be     
available on the school website  

www.findonps.vic.edu.au and the                              
flexibuzz app unless requested . 

 

5/6 Hoop Time Basketball Tournament  
On Friday, 27 students from the 5/6 classes were selected to represent 

Findon in the annual Hoop Time Basketball tournament. Six schools from 

the district participated in this tournament and an enjoyable time was had 

by all the students who represented Findon. Many of our students do not 

play competitive basketball outside of school, so this tournament provided a 

fantastic opportunity to play organised sport and represent the school in 

games played under tournament rules. 

Our A boys were very competitive against all the other teams in their pool. 

They had chances in every game to be in front on the scoreboard, but the 

shots would just not fall, and in the end they only managed one win for the 

day. 

Our B boys were also competitive in their games. There were some 

memorable highlights including back to back 3 pointers from Jake F. and 

some assertive ball handling from Nic G. Timmi A. and Samir H. were very 

good in defence. 

Our A Girls team played with great spirit and enjoyed the 

opportunity to play together in the Findon uniform. 

Many of these girls are experienced netballers and they 

were able to transfer their passing and intercept skills to 

the game of basketball. On the day, however, they were 

outclassed by more experienced players. Well done to 

Tahnea and Zoe on scoring baskets. 

Our B Girls team battled hard all day and many of these 

girls joined in at school to ensure there would be enough 

players for Findon to field two teams on the day. They 

applied themselves all day with a smile on their face and 

a handshake for their opponents at the end of the game. 

Great job girls! 

Thanks to Michelle G. and Evan G. for helping out on the 

day. Also thanks to Tegan for assisting with the coaching 

of teams and providing medical attention to those in 

need. 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK  

F AT 
Banu- For always helping around the classroom 
and using his manners. 

3/4 DF 
Oliver – Trying hard to do his best work and being re-
spectful of others. 

F NS Ali- For respecting his teacher and his goals. 5/6 MS 
Jarome- For working hard on showing respect to his 
peers and teachers. 

F EH 
Lorelle- For trying her best to be friendly and 
thoughtful to her friends and teachers. 

5/6 EM 

Gaige- For respecting her teachers and peers during 
instructions and work time. 

1/2 TC 
Arissa- For respecting herself by working hard to 
achieve her goals. 

5/6 IK 
Elina- For respecting her classroom and learning. 

1/2 FH 
Jewel- For working hard to show respect to eve-
ryone. 

5/6 JW 
Johaan- For being incredibly respectful and kind to eve-
ryone. 

1/2 CG 
William- For respecting his property, teachers 
and friends. 

5/6 AS 
Nikita- Always showing respect to her peers and teach-
ers. 

1/2 JB 
Alex-For always being respectful with his peers 
and his work. 

 
 

1/2 NL 
Kallie- For showing respect to her classmates by 
listening to their ideas every day. 

Specialist Awards 

3/4 MN Arija- For being respectful. VA 

Jason- For always showing respect, doing his best and being 
creative. 

3/4 HS 
Orlando- For always treating people the way 
they would like to be treated. 

PA 
Fatima-For always showing respect, and trying her best, de-
spite her wheelchair. 

3/4 LS 
Alexis- For working well during kitchen, and 
making great poems during writing. 

PE 
Angel- For showing respect, by listening and following in-
structions. 

3/4 MZ 
Ali- For being kind and respectful to his class-
mates and teachers. 

KG 
Eli H- For showing great leadership in the kitchen. 

     



MATHS PROBLEM 
Congratulations to the following 23 students who entered the ‘Maths Problem of the Week’ in week 3 of Term 3. Freeman 
won the week with 10 entries and 50 house points. Don’t forget to add your name, house and home group to your entry. 

Name HG Level House   Name HG Level House 
Hugo P. TC Junior Cuthbert   Lily B. LS Middle Freeman 

Alex B. JB Junior Cuthbert   Lena F. NL Junior Freeman 

Logan G. DF Middle Cuthbert   Kobi M. FH Junior Roycroft 

Indy G. NL Junior Cuthbert   Eddy C. MN Middle Roycroft 

Harrison C. HS Middle Freeman   Joseph D. NL Junior Roycroft 

Arissa C. TC Junior Freeman   Bailey M. TC Middle Strickland 

Sydney S. TC Junior Freeman   Dev A. FH Junior Strickland 

Holly B. FAT Junior Freeman   Xzarius MZ Middle Strickland 

Vivian C. IK Upper Freeman   Aaron B. NL Middle Strickland 

Aniya C. FEH Junior Freeman   Bethany J. DF Middle Strickland 

Brandon S. LS Middle Freeman   Jeremy J. TC Junior Strickland 

Nathan S. HS Middle Freeman           

Cuthbert Freeman - WIN Roycroft Strickland 

10 35 15 10 

Please submit your entries to the OFFICE by Thursday afternoon. Thank-you. 

MATHLETICS 

68 certificates were awarded to Findon students over the last two weeks. 

Don’t forget, to earn a certificate on Mathletics, you need to earn 1000 points between Monday and Sunday. You earn a Gold Certificate 
(which is presented to you at assembly) after you have earned 20 certificates. 

Congratulations to Kavin M. (CG) on reaching his Gold Certificate. This will be awarded at assembly. 

LOG ONTO MATHLETICS AT: www.mathletics.com.au 

House Points 

 Upper (4 to 6) Middle (2 to 4) Junior (P to 2) 

Name: Name: Name: 

House: House: House: 

Home Group: Home Group: Home Group: 

8 students were asked how much 

money they spent at the canteen in 

the last month. Here were their 

responses. 

S1: $25, S2: $4, S31: $25, S2: $4, S320 

15, S4: $10, S5: ey raised for the 

Circusathon. Here are there 

responses. 

lip Island on the 18th  is vital: $15, S4: 

$10, S5: $30, S6: $10, S7: $1, S8: $20 

From this set of data work out the 

following: 

Mean: 

Median: 

Mode: 

Range: 

Examine these number patterns and work out the rule 

(some have two step rules). 

 

 

 

Number Pattern Rule 

Example: 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 Plus 2 

49, 55, 61, 67, 73   

2, 6, 18, 54, 162, 486, 1458   

10000, 5000, 2500, 1250, 625   

3, 7, 15, 31, 63, 127   

3, 20, 37, 54, 71   

What number am I? 

  

I am between 25 and 50 

I am an even number 

I am more double 14 

My first digit is odd 

My two digits add up to 5 

I am less than 50 take 

away 15 

NUMBER: ______ _______ 

http://www.mathletics.com.au


5/6 JSC Newsletter 
Reading 

In Reading we have started to do reading groups again. In reading groups we do teacher group, 

Reading Eggs and independent reading. We will still be recording our thinking while we are 

independently reading.  

Maths 

In Maths we have changed groups and have started to do angles. Some examples of angles are acute 

angles, right angles, obtuse angles, straight angles, reflex angles and arevolution angles. 

Inquiry 

In Inquiry we are continuing to work on scientific reports. We will continue doing experiments, such as 

the famous Coke and Mentos experiment. During these experiments we predict, observe and explain 

what happened.   

Writing 

In Writing we are learning to write scientific information reports.  

Visual Arts 

In Visual Arts we are creating mythical creatures. We are first drawing a picture of what creature we are 

doing, and then we will use clay to sculpt a 3D version of it. Some of us are also finishing off out skate 

board designs, which are all very colourful. 

Performing Arts 

In Performing Arts we are learning about hip hop because of the upcoming hip hop themed arts 

festival. The 5/6s are currently learning there dances and they are all fabulous. 

Physical Education 

In Physical Education we are learning how to play basketball. We will be learning how to pass, shoot 

and dribble the basketball. The 5/6s have just started this unit but we are looking forward to it. 

 

Your 5/6 IK Representatives, 

Christian and Jayda 

  Dates Year 4 (2019) Year 5 (2020) Year 6 (2021) 

Start date   Feb 2019 Feb 2020 Feb 2021 

End date   Dec 2019 Dec 2020 Dec 2021 

Once off deposit Friday 30th Nov 2018 $30     

1st  Payment Friday 1st Feb 2019 $65 $65 $65 

2nd  Payment Friday 26th Apr 2019 $65 $65 $65 

3rd  Payment Friday 19th Jul 2019 $65 $65 $65 

4th  Payment Friday 11th Oct 2019 $65 $65 $65 

2019 Netbook Payment Schedule 

Term 3 Netbook payment is now overdue. 

Please pay at the office as soon as possible.  






