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DATES TO REMEMBER
AUGUST
21

District Athletics

23

Curriculum Day

28

Fathers Day Stall

29

LT3 Melbourne Zoo Excursion

SEPTEMBER
10

District Athletics

18

Phillip Island Campers

19

Phillip Island Camp

20

Phillip Island Campers Return

20

Last Day Term 3

OCTOBER
7

First Day Term 4

16

Regional Athletics Carnival

23

Arts Festival

NOVEMBER
4

Curriculum Day

5

Melbourne Cup Day

DECEMBER
20

Last Day Term 4

TUESDAY, 20th AUGUST 2019
Hello Everyone,
REMINDER WE HAVE OUR CURRICULUM DAY THIS FRIDAY 23rd AUGUST 2019
CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS
Findon Primary School is committed to Child Safety. As a community we want
children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect all
children, as well as our staff and volunteers. We are committed to the safety,
participation and empowerment of all children. There is zero tolerance of child
abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and
consistently with our robust policies and procedures. We meet our legal and
moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s
safety, which we follow rigorously.
Findon Primary School is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying
risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. As a community we support
and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. There have now
been new regulations around Working with Children Checks and we are
proactive, by ensuring that community members who work with children, have
a Working with Children Check.
Additionally, we expect all volunteers, contractors, trainee teachers and
visitors to the school to read the Child Code of Conduct when they sign in. This
is a requirement to ensure we are always looking out for the best interests
and safety of all our children. Our Child Safe Code of Conduct is posted on the
school’s web page, alongside the Child Safe Policy and our commitment to a
child safe environment.
TRIVIA FUNDRAISER
A wonderful night was had by all at our Findon Trivia Night last Friday. Special
Thanks to Michelle Giosis for all her work in organising and setting up the night
and sourcing the terrific silent auction prizes. Fantastic work!

ROYCROFT KINDER VISIT TO FINDON…CHICKS HATCHLING PROGRAM

Last Tuesday the Foundation students were treated with a visit from Roycroft Kinder kids. Our students
enjoyed sharing their learning and playing, and most of all loved holding our baby chicks!

NEW 5/6 PLAYGROUND INSTALLATION
Temporary fencing has been erected around our current 5/6 playground equipment, with work to begin
installing the new playground, on Tuesday this week. Students are very excited about the arrival of our
new playground!
ENTRY TO SCHOOL BUILDINGS
Findon Primary School seeks to provide an open and friendly learning environment, which values and
actively encourages visitors to our school. At the same time we recognise our duty of care to ensure a
safe environment for our students and staff, to avoid disruption to the educational process, and
recognise our responsibility to protect and preserve the school’s resources against theft, vandalism and
misuse. A balance must be achieved between the potential benefits and risks associated with the
presence of visitors in our school buildings before, during or after school. Achieving the desired balance
will lead to an increased sense of order in each school building and a decrease in disruption to
students’ learning. We ask that if parents wish to speak with their child’s classroom teacher to do so
before school commences or immediately after school, provided teachers are not expected to be at a
meeting. Alternately, arranging a mutually suitable time to conduct a meeting would be even better.

EDUCATION SUPPORT STAFF
In recognition of our Education Support (ES) staff we would like the opportunity to highlight the
important role the ES staff play in our school. At Findon Primary School we are very fortunate to have an
outstanding and dedicated team of Education and Administration Support staff helping to educate
and care for our students and contribute positively in the running of the school. ES staff are a vital part of
the school team working in incredibly diverse and essential roles. We thank them for the contributions
they make to our school. We love and value our ES staff…
Leanne, Caroline, Bill, Kath, Alina, Tegan, Kendra, Michael, Shelley and Joanna.
IMPORTANCE OF FEEDBACK
Children respond to the world according to their perception and experience of it and very often it is not
the same as an adult’s perception or experience of the world. When teaching and guiding children it is
helpful to step into their shoes and really see the world through their eyes, hear the words from their ears
and feel how the situation feels to them. This may change your perception of the event or situation and
help you to be more tolerant and understanding of their view.
No matter how old our children are, our praise and encouragement will help them feel good about
themselves. This boosts their self-esteem and confidence, however, what you say, and how you say it,
determines how well you are understood and how others respond to you. Feedback should be tangible
– even as little children we learn how to walk, to hold a spoon and understand certain words from
guidance and feedback given by adults. It’s not easy to tell your child they messed up, knowing it may

cause anxiety, disappointment or embarrassment. But try not to protect your child’s feelings at the
expense of telling them what they truly need to hear. Without honest feedback, they can’t possibly
figure out how to do it differently or better next time. If feedback is specific and useful, it provides
actionable guidance. Comments such as ‘Good job’, ‘You did that wrong’ or ‘You got a C‘, are not
feedback. Children won’t make sense of these words and will wonder what to do more or less of next
time based on this information. Actionable feedback should be meaningful to the child with a goal set
for future improvement. It is the action plan, the ‘how’ that adds value to the feedback. Deliver the
feedback in such a way that your child believes that success is within reach, no matter what mistakes
were made. Feedback should be user friendly and timely. It is of little value if the child cannot
understand what you are saying or using words that are too complex for their stage of development, as
is giving feedback about more than one issue at a time. For maximum effect, feedback should also be
given sooner rather than later. When there is demonstrated effort to make improvement, remember to
praise your child:
• When you feel good about your child, say so
• Describe what it is that you like about their behaviour
• Praise your child’s efforts and strengths
• Encourage good behaviour with praise, rather than pointing out the bad
• Look for little changes and successes
• Praise effort as well as achievement
• Accept that everyone is different, and love those differences
Feedback is all about future improvement, so it’s important to praise aspects of a child’s performance
that were under their control. Talk about their creative approach, their planning, persistence and effort,
attitude and willingness to improve. Praise their actions, not just their abilities. That way, when they run
into trouble later on, they will remember what helped them to succeed in the past and put that
knowledge to good use.
REPRIMANDING CHILDREN
Occasionally parents may witness incidents in the yard or hear something that may have happened in
a classroom, which is of concern to them. We ask parents to report these to the classroom teacher or
teachers on yard duty rather than addressing the issues themselves. The school has a strong and
effective behaviour management plan in operation and all issues raised will be followed up. To assist
the school with the implementation of this plan, parents are instructed to NOT reprimand other children
in the school yard or discuss children, who are not their own, with other parents. I also alert parents who
approach other parents about their child’s behaviour to please refrain from doing so. These types of
conversations usually cause discomfort and anxiety for all concerned. Your assistance with these
matters is appreciated.
LOST PROPERTY
We currently have a large amount of clothing in Lost Property that is unnamed. All clothing that is
labelled is returned to classrooms on a regular basis. Please ensure that all your child’s clothing is
labelled so any items can be returned to the owner promptly!
PLANNING 2020….FAMILIES RETURNING TO FINDON IN 2020
To assist with our planning process for 2020 we are asking all families of students in Foundation to year 5
to indicate if their child/ren will be attending our school next year. It is important for us to have accurate
enrolment numbers for children attending our school so that the best possible class structures and class
model can be organised. As always, our students, their learning and development and improving
student outcomes, will remain our top priorities. Please notify the office regarding your child/ren
attending Findon PS in 2020 by Friday 20th September
I leave you with the following words to ponder…
“Your children need your presence more than your presents.” Jesse Jackson
Paula Cosgrave
Principal

STUDENT VOICE ACTION TEAM
This term the Class Leaders across the school have identified ‘Distractions in Class’ as an issue that affects all the
students. We have been focusing on making a change to this issue. The 5/6 Class Leaders (Nabil, Osman, Shantelle,
Jacopo, Zade, Menagan, Tayissa, Alexia, Tahila and Kyra) created a survey to find out how Findon students feel. We
surveyed a total of 200 students from Grade 1 to Grade 6 for Student Voice. We surveyed them on distractions,
and we asked them about what type of things distract them in class, and what is the most distracting element
overall. We then made some graphs to show the results from the survey, which is below:

How often are you distracted in class?

These results showed that the majority of students at Findon feel they are mostly
paying attention in class, rather than being distracted. Only 3.00% of students
picked 5, which is always distracted. It is great to hear that Findon Students feel
they are not being distracted very often from their learning. The second graph
shows what element is the most distracting for students at Findon.

What distracts you the most?

As you can see ‘Classmates’ were voted as the most distracting out of the seven options. ‘Friends’ were
the second most distracting option. Our 5/6 Class Leaders discussed this and we think this is because we
are more comfortable telling our friends to be quiet, but it is more tricky with classmates since we may
not know them as well. In our 5/6 Class Meetings we will be coming up with a strategy as a class to
reduce distractions from friends and classmates, we will then be working to support the Class Leaders of
the 3/4s and 1/2s to do the same with their own classes for the rest of the term. We encourage you to sit
next to your friends, but make sure they aren’t distracting you from your learning. Thankyou - by
Menagan and Zade (JW Class Leaders)

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

F AT

Emerson-For always helping around the classroom
and being a good friend.

3/4 DF

Jonah-For being responsible and being a positive role
model in class

F NS

Boston-For always helping and being a good role
model to his peers

5/6 MS

Stephanie-For handing in homework ever week and
ensuring it to highest possible standard

F EH

Marcus-For always helping and being a good role
model to his peers

5/6 EM

1/2 TC

Lacey-For taking responsibility for her learning and
being organise

5/6 IK

Tyrell-For always showing great responsibility to her
learning and classroom

1/2 FH

Jake-For being a very reliable and responsible class
member

5/6 JW

Zoe-For always doing amazing homework and being an
awesome school captain

1/2 CG

Ethen-For taking responsibility for his learning and
being a great friend

5/6 AS

Ciara-For demonstrating responsibility at breakfast
club

1/2 JB

Daniel-For being responsible with in the
classroom and making it safe for everyone

1/2 NL

Lena-For taking extra responsibility for her learning

3/4 MN

Harliv-For being recognised by his peers and
being helpful.

Narin-For completing homework task on time

Specialist Awards

VA

Nicole-Samir-For always working hard and doing his best
work for his sculpture
Mrs.T- Phoebe -Working hard when doing art sculpture

3/4 HS

Kris-For being a responsible class member and being
PA
helpful

Layla-For always listening and trying her best during our
dance

3/4 LS

Neil-For always completing his work at high standard
PE
and working well with others

Joshua-For fantastic effort and for showing responsibility
in class and helping classmates.

3/4 MZ

Sabhan-For being a super star learner who is always
helpful and responsible

Phoenix-For always having excellent focus and listening
in garden classes

KG

2019 Netbook Payment Schedule
Dates
Start date

Year 4 (2019)

Year 5 (2020)

Year 6 (2021)

Feb 2019

Feb 2020

Feb 2021

1 Payment

Friday 1 Feb 2019

$65

$65

$65

2

Payment

th

Friday 26 Apr 2019

$65

$65

$65

3

Payment

Friday 19 Jul 2019

$65

$65

$65

4

Payment

Friday 11 Oct 2019

$65

$65

$65

st

nd
rd
th

st

th
th

Term 3 Netbook payment is now overdue.
Please pay at the office as soon as possible or your child's netbook will be repossessed, during the week.

MATHS PROBLEM
Congratulations to the following 12 students who entered the ‘Maths Problem of the Week’ in week 5 of Term 3.
Freeman won the week with 6 entries and 40 house points. Don’t forget to add your name, house and home group to
your entry.
Name

HG

Level

House

Name

HG

Level

House

Hugo P.

TC

Junior

Cuthbert

Holly B.

FAT

Junior

Freeman

Dylan H.

FAT

Junior

Cuthbert

Lucy S.

TC

Middle

Freeman

Sydney S.

TC

Junior

Freeman

Dev A.

FH

Middle

Strickland

Harrison C.

HS

Middle

Freeman

Aaron B.

NL

Upper

Strickland

Arissa C.

TC

Junior

Freeman

Evan G.

HS

Upper

Strickland

Lena F.

NL

Junior

Freeman

Declan P.

HS

Middle

Strickland

House Points
Cuthbert

Freeman - WIN

Roycroft

Strickland

10

30

0

20

Upper (4 to 6)

Middle (2 to 4)

Junior (P to 2)

Name:

Name:

Name:

House:

House:

House:

Home Group:

Home Group:

Home Group:

80 students attend Luna Park on an
excursion.

Area focus

Fill in the missing numbers

A garden bed is designed as seen below. Kath
wants to put a 1 metre path around the
outside. What would be the area of the
garden path? What is the area of the garden
bed?

3, 6, ___, 12, 15, ___, 21

3/10 of the students decide to go on the
Gravitron, while the rest line up for the
Roller Coaster.

The Roller Coaster takes 12 students at a
time and takes 9 minutes to complete.

5, 25, 45, ___, 85, ___

100, 97, 94, 91, ___, 85, ___

5, 9, 13, ___, 21, ___, 29, 33
The Graviton takes 6 students at a time
and take 12 minutes to complete.
2, 13, 24, ___, 46, 57, ___, 79
Which group of students will be finished
first and how long will they take?

Please submit your entries to the OFFICE by Thursday afternoon. Thank-you.

MATHLETICS
57 certificates were awarded to Findon students over the last two weeks.
Don’t forget, to earn a certificate on Mathletics, you need to earn 1000 points between Monday and Sunday. You earn a Gold
Certificate (which is presented to you at assembly) after you have earned 20 certificates.
Congratulations to Jigme Y. (IK) on reaching her Gold Certificate. Well done!

LOG ONTO MATHLETICS AT: www.mathletics.com.au

Wednesday
28th August
Baby Chicks Available
for Adoption
If you or anyone you know who
would like to adopt some baby
chicks, please see Elizabeth in room 6

Learning Team 3
Zoo Excursion
Thursday 29th August
Please make sure you have
returned your permission
form and payment if
required.

