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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Hello Everyone….. 

We are now into week 2 of remote and online learning. Students are doing well with their learning and teachers, generally, 
are happy with students’ effort and level of achievement for learning tasks. Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive 
regarding the weekly Class webex meetings and the reduction in the number of learning tasks for each day. We continue to 
strictly adhere to the DET Operations Guide, Chief Health Officer and our Premier Daniel Andrews’ directions, in order to 
keep our students and community safe!  

COMING SOON: New Playground Equipment being installed on grassed area outside  
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STUDENT WELLBEING 

At Findon Primary School we believe that the maintenance of good order within the school directly contributes to the 
achievement of students’ learning. We have a coordinated, consistent and positive approach to welfare and discipline and 
promote a school climate where personal responsibility and self-discipline are strongly encouraged. All students are         
encouraged to adopt a code of behaviour consistent with: 

- the development of self-discipline and self esteem 

- principles of fairness and honesty 

- respect for the rights of others 

- respect for school property and the property of others 

- sound emotional and social development 

- the values program 

- the anti-bullying ‘No Put Down Zone’ program 

- the ‘Stop Think Do’ self-discipline program 

Parents are encouraged to maintain open lines of communication with the school particularly when significant events occur 
in a family; events that may impact on children’s learning, socialising or behaviour. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA  

Social media is an essential part of life for children and adults alike. There are many positive aspects about social media but 
also potential dangers. Children in particular believe social media is completely safe and unwittingly make poor choices 
when they allow or post something to various social media sites. It is therefore important for parents and teachers to      
educate children how to use social media wisely. We acknowledge the good things such as:  

• Staying connected with family and friends  

• Sharing creative expression related to music, art and sport  

• Interacting with other people with similar interests  

The downside of social media is that it has the potential to expose children to cyberbullying, questionable activities or     
playing risky games. Without fully understanding, children can easily share, join or be coerced into online activities           
inappropriate for their age and levels of maturity. Please be aware of age restrictions for various social media, together 
with multiple accounts your child may have set up.  

Here is some sound advice for you from the Australian Government’s Office of the Children’s e Safety Commissioner:  

‘Think before you post!’ Once posted online any photo or video can be shared, copied and/or manipulated. You may not be 
able to control how a photo or video is used by others. Think about:  

• Who might be able to see these photos?  

• Is there anyone else in this photo? (Be mindful that some people may not want their image to be published)  

• Will this photo offend anyone?  

• Are there any identifying details in the photo? (Including personal information such as your child’s name, landmarks and 
street signs) Privacy settings  

When uploading photos and videos check your privacy settings on the social media services you use as well as on the       
device. You can change privacy settings to control who sees your photos.  

Geo-location  

Sharing photos online can sometimes identify your location.  

If you do not want to share your location through your photos:  

• check the location settings on your device to know what apps are using geo–location and turn them off or limit the       
function  

• ensure that GPS locations and schedules of children’s activities are not shared online.  

Taking these steps and being mindful of safety can help to minimise any risks that come with you sharing photos and videos 
of your child online. It’s important to remember that some people may have a different interest in your child than you do. 
There have been cases where innocent images posted on social media or other websites have been ‘harvested’ and used 
for other purposes. Sometimes predators can narrow down their search of children because of identifying details in        
photos.’  

Please remember that your child’s best online protection is YOU. Talk to them about internet use, age restrictions for social 
media, being safe online, playing appropriate and safe games, making good choices and possible online dangers.             
Monitoring your child’s computer use on a regular and ongoing basis is also extremely important. 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE - Every Day Counts 

In primary school, some students miss on average 3 weeks of school per year. That’s half a year of school by the end of year 
6. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things at school 
every day – missing school puts them behind not only academically but socially too. Why is it important? We all want our 
children to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with children coming to school each 
and every day. If children miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for 
success in the later years of school. There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a child misses puts them 
behind, and can affect their educational outcomes. Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in 
numeracy, writing and reading. What we can do? The main reasons for absence generally are:  

Sickness – There are always times when children need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re only 
away on the days they are genuinely sick, and setting good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a 
big difference. It’s vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during the term if it can be 
avoided. “Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind their classmates – every  



 Netbook Payment Schedule 

  Payment Due Dates Year 3 (2020) Year 4 (2020) Year 5 Year 6 

Once off deposit Monday 2nd Dec 2019 $30 $30   

1st Payment Friday 7th Feb 2020 $70 $70 $65 $65 

2nd Payment Friday 24th Apr 2020 $70 $70 $65 $65 

3rd Payment Friday 17th Jul 2020 $70 $70 $65 $65 

4th Payment Friday 9th Oct 2020 $70 $70 $65 $65 

Term 3 Netbook payment is now due.  

Please call the office on 9404 1362 to make a payment over the phone. 

Payments can also be made using your family BPAY account. 

day counts. Truancy – This is when children choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission. There can be 
many reasons for truancy. The best way to address this is for schools and parents to work together. If for any reason your 
child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school to ensure they don’t fall behind:  

• Speak with your class teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up.  

• Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan. Remember, every day 
counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as possible.  

FOUNDATION ENROLMENTS FOR 2021 

We continue to take enrolments for our 2021 Foundation students. Please inform family, friends and neighbours that if 
they have a child starting school next year and would like them to come to our school to enrol them soon. It is important 
that children are enrolled by the end of Term 3 so that they can participate in our excellent Beginning Schools Program 
commencing November 2020. We will be holding a ZOOM Prep Information Night in August, inviting potential prep families 
to join us on this night, to participate in a ‘virtual information night, led by our Foundation Team. Parents can then send 
their email address to paula.cosgrave@education.vic.gov.au to register their interest and we can make contact with them, 
to invite them to the ZOOM meeting. Looking forward to meeting lots of new Foundation parents for 2021.  

 

I leave you with the following words to ponder….. 

‘We learn more by looking for the answer to a question and not finding it, than we do from learning the answer 
itself   -   Lloyd Alexander 

 

Paula Cosgrave 

Principal 
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