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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Hello Everyone….. 

PRINCIPALS’ DAY  

A very special Thank You to the staff, in particular Florence, Leanne, Michael, 
Mr K and school leaders and students who made last Friday’s Principal’s Day 
and remote assembly, a unique, delightful, and unforgettable one for me. I 
was presented with beautiful flowers, collection of teacher poems and        
reflections, and book from all the staff at Findon, delivery to my front         
doorstep! I was thrilled with and very proud of the work our School Leaders 
did, keeping it all under wraps, covertly interviewing and filming students    
onsite, about Linda and I, ready for remote assembly. How lucky am I to be in 
a job I love, as Principal of Findon PS, doing the work I adore, which is helping 
students to grow, learn, understand and navigate the world in which they live. 
I guess for me there can be no higher praise, which came from Rachel, our 
School Co Captain, who compared me to Professor Dumbledore (although not 
as old luckily) as a kind, caring and fair principal….who could ask for better 
qualities? 

TEACHERS who LOVE teaching, TEACH children to LOVE Learning! 

CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS 
Findon Primary School is committed to Child Safety. As a community we want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support 
and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers.  We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all  
children. There is zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently 
with our robust policies and procedures. We meet our legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a 
child’s safety, which we follow rigorously.  

Findon Primary School is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. As a 

community we support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. There have now been new regulations around   

Working with Children Checks and we are proactive, by ensuring that community members who work with children, have a Working 

with Children Check. 

Additionally, we expect all volunteers, contractors, pre service teachers and visitors to the school to read the Child Code of Conduct 

when they sign in. This is a requirement to ensure we are always looking out for the best interests and safety of all our children. Our 

Child Safe Code of Conduct is posted on the school’s web page, alongside the Child Safe Policy and our commitment to a child safe 

environment. 

Remote and Flexible Online Learning at work… Brileigh FMZ 
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EDUCATION SUPPORT STAFF 

May 16th was Education Support (ES) Day which gives us the opportunity to highlight the important role the ES staff play in our school. 
At Findon Primary School we are very fortunate to have an outstanding and dedicated team of Education and Administration Support 
staff helping to educate and care for our students and contribute positively in the running of the school. ES staff are a vital part of the 
school team working in incredibly diverse and essential roles. We thank them for the contributions they make to our school. We love 
and value our ES staff… 

Leanne, Caroline, Bill, Michael, Alina, Tegan, Kendra, Shelley and Michelle 

IMPORTANCE OF FEEDBACK  

Children respond to the world according to their perception and experience of it and very often it is not the same as an adult’s             
perception or experience of the world. When teaching and guiding children it is helpful to step into their shoes and really see the world 
through their eyes, hear the words from their ears and feel how the situation feels to them. This may change your perception of the 
event or situation and help you to be more tolerant and understanding of their view.  

No matter how old our children are, our praise and encouragement will help them feel good about themselves. This boosts their           
self-esteem and confidence, however, what you say, and how you say it, determines how well you are understood and how others     
respond to you. Feedback should be tangible – even as little children we learn how to walk, to hold a spoon and understand certain 
words from guidance and feedback given by adults. It’s not easy to tell your child they messed up, knowing it may cause anxiety,                
disappointment or embarrassment. But try not to protect your child’s feelings at the expense of telling them what they truly need to 
hear. Without honest feedback, they can’t possibly figure out how to do it differently or better next time. If feedback is specific and               
useful, it provides actionable guidance. Comments such as ‘Good job’, ‘You did that wrong’ or ‘You got a C‘, are not feedback. Children 
won’t make sense of these words and will wonder what to do more or less of next time based on this information. Actionable feedback 
should be meaningful to the child with a goal set for future improvement. It is the action plan, the ‘how’ that adds value to the feedback. 
Deliver the feedback in such a way that your child believes that success is within reach, no matter what mistakes were made. Feedback 
should be user friendly and timely. It is of little value if the child cannot understand what you are saying or using words that are too  
complex for their stage of development, as is giving feedback about more than one issue at a time. For maximum effect, feedback should 
also be given sooner rather than later. When there is demonstrated effort to make improvement, remember to praise your child:  

• When you feel good about your child, say so  

• Describe what it is that you like about their behaviour  

• Praise your child’s efforts and strengths  

• Encourage good behaviour with praise, rather than pointing out the bad  

• Look for little changes and successes  

• Praise effort as well as achievement  

• Accept that everyone is different, and love those differences  

Feedback is all about future improvement, so it’s important to praise aspects of a child’s performance that were under their control. Talk 
about their creative approach, their planning, persistence and effort, attitude and willingness to improve. Praise their actions, not just 
their abilities. That way, when they run into trouble later on, they will remember what helped them to succeed in the past and put that 
knowledge to good use.  

FOUNDATION ENROLMENTS FOR 2021 

We continue to take enrolments for our 2021 Foundation students. Please inform family, friends and neighbours that if they have a child 
starting school next year and would like them to come to our school to enrol them soon. It is important that children are enrolled by the 
end of Term 3 so that they can participate in our excellent Beginning Schools Program commencing November 2020. We will be holding 
a ZOOM Foundation Information Night this Thursday 13th August at 7pm inviting potential prep families to join us on this night, to     
participate in a ‘virtual information night, led by our Foundation Team. Parents can send their email address to                               
paula.cosgrave@education.vic.gov.au to register their interest so we can make contact with them, to invite them to the ZOOM meeting. 
Looking forward to meeting lots of new Foundation parents for 2021.  

 

 

I leave you with the following words to ponder….. 

‘It always seems impossible until it is done’      Nelson Mandella 

 

Paula Cosgrave 

Principal 
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 Netbook Payment Schedule 

  Payment Due Dates Year 3 (2020) Year 4 (2020) Year 5 Year 6 

Once off deposit Monday 2nd Dec 2019 $30 $30   

1st Payment Friday 7th Feb 2020 $70 $70 $65 $65 

2nd Payment Friday 24th Apr 2020 $70 $70 $65 $65 

3rd Payment Friday 17th Jul 2020 $70 $70 $65 $65 

4th Payment Friday 9th Oct 2020 $70 $70 $65 $65 

Term 3 Netbook payment is now overdue.  

Please call the office on 9404 1362 to make a payment over the phone. 

Payments can also be made using your family BPAY account. 



 



 




