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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Hello Everyone,
END OF TERM 3
Welcome to the last week of Term 3. Friday 18th September is the final day of term. Our Virtual School assembly
will be at 12.30 and ALL students will be dismissed from onsite or remote learning at 1.00pm following assembly.
SPOONVILLE COMMUNITY PROJECT
We had an overwhelming response to our Spoon characters and participation by families, in our community
project, which was fantastic! Below are some snaps of the terrific characters, created by our students, along with
their families and dropped off at school. They are planted in the garden beds at the front of our school, so if you
are passing by, why not take a minute to stop and admire the characters. Huge THANKS to the families who
contributed….They look simply WONDERFUL!

Return to face-to-face learning in Term 4.
Term 4 will be a critical time for the re-engagement of students, the re-establishment of school routines and
completing successful transitions into 2021.
What will matter most in Term 4 is providing continuity in learning and support for every student to the fullest
extent possible, whether via face-to-face schooling or through remote teaching.
This means refocusing our efforts on a set of common and core priorities over the remainder of this year and into
2021. This will make sure that every student in our care is supported in their wellbeing, learning and transition
needs. Our three core priorities for Term 4 will be:
Mental health and wellbeing
Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental health, of every student and member of staff.
Learning
Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning environment, others have maintained their
learning progress, and some have fallen behind, despite their best efforts and those of their families and teachers.
Our priority will be supporting both those who need to catch up and those who have progressed to continue to
extend their learning.
Transitions
We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children moving from kindergarten into Foundation
and Year 6s moving into Year 7. Our priorities in Term 4 will be to:
 begin the process of catch-up learning and continue to extend those who progressed well during remote and
flexible learning
 support students to re-establish friendships and class groups when back on site, and provide additional
support where needed
 help every student prepare for 2021 with a sense of purpose and optimism
 ensure students continue to develop their literacy and numeracy knowledge and skills, build their personal
and social capability and are physically active
 ensure children starting in Foundation in 2021 can meet their new classmates and teacher, and familiarise
themselves with the school setting
 enable the Year 6 students to mark the milestone of completing primary school

SUPPORTING CHILDREN TO RETURN TO SCHOOL
With school-aged children across Victoria slowly returning to face-to-face learning, it’s normal for them to have mixed
feelings about returning to school. Children may feel anxious, scared, reluctant, excited or just overwhelmed.
Children’s feelings may vary depending on their age and stage of development, and their family situation. How
children feel about returning to school may vary both between children in the same family, and it may also vary dayto-day for a particular child. It’s important for you, as a parent, guardian, or someone with children in your care, to
acknowledge the changes and talk with your children about returning to school.
1. Listen and support
Talk to your child about how they’re feeling. Listen to them and reassure them that it’s normal to feel anxious, scared,
overwhelmed or worried about going back to school. It’s also normal to feel excited at the same time as feeling
stressed or scared about the changes and lifting of restrictions.
Talk to your children about the positives of the upcoming changes, including what they like to do at school that they
haven’t been able to do at home during remote learning.
2. Create a plan
Make a plan for the first day and first week of school. Planning can help reduce stress and anxiety by adding
structure and routine to new, changed or uncertain situations.
Allow time for play, relaxation and homework, as well as some tasks around the home which are suitable for your
child’s age and stage of development.
Set up some playdates with school friends to help your children feel connected with their school community
outside the classroom.
Get back into a routine, including dinner, bath and bed times.
Restrict and/or reduce how much news and media younger children are exposed to, as this may scare or worry
children. For older children, help them to source reputable and reliable media and talk about what they’re reading
and viewing.
Talk about and be upfront about any concerns your children may have.
Stay calm and allow time for your children to transition and settle back to school.
Support kids to get plenty of rest, particularly in the first week or two after returning to school, as they will be
adjusting to a much busier schedule than what they have been used to.
Make positive statements to your children about what they’re doing well, and how they’re coping with the challenges
and expectations placed on them by the teachers and the school.
Build in some ‘down time’ at home when children return home after a school day; if possible go for a walk together to
the park, or engage in a relaxing activity together, and provide a healthy after school snack.
Involve your children in preparing your family’s meal for dinner, and give them tasks and responsibilities to help you
in your household. While helping out is part of being a team, you can also build in some rewards to encourage and
recognise their assistance.
As a family, plan some fun recreational and social activities to look forward to on the weekends.
3. Give it time
It’s important to be aware that any transition can take time and every child will be different. Some will bounce back
into their old routines immediately while others will take longer to readjust. Remember that being away from school
and then returning to a changed environment can cause anxiety and stress. Problem solve any concerns or issues
together and write down.
FOUNDATION ENROLMENTS FOR 2021 & VIRTUAL SCHOOL TOURS on website
We continue to take enrolments for our 2021 Foundation students. Please inform family, friends and neighbours that
if they have a child starting school next year and would like them to come to our school to enrol them soon. It is
important that children are enrolled by the end of Term 3 so that they can participate in our excellent Beginning
Schools Program commencing November 2020. Parents can make contact with us by sending their email address to
paula.cosgrave@education.vic.gov.au to register their interest in a virtual tour and question and answer time with
me. We are looking forward to opening up school tours onsite in October and look forward to meeting lots of new
Foundation parents for 2021.
I leave you with the following words to ponder…
‘What you achieve through the journey of life is not as important as who you become’
Happy Holidays to ALL…
Paula Cosgrave
Principal

Hey Findon, it is no good
staring at a screen ALL day.
Maybe you can ride your
bike with your family or get
outside and play. While you
are at it, you could spend
some time growing your
own veggies and keeping an
eye out for local wildlife.
These are just some of the
things you can do to be more
sustainable during the holidays.

Make sure you stay safe and have a great Holiday!!!

A message from the Green Team
Netbook Payment Schedule
Year 5

Year 6

$70

$65

$65

$70

$70

$65

$65

Friday 17th Jul 2020

$70

$70

$65

$65

Friday 9th Oct 2020

$70

$70

$65

$65

Payment Due Dates

Year 3 (2020)

Year 4 (2020)

Once off deposit

Monday 2nd Dec 2019

$30

$30

1st Payment

Friday 7th Feb 2020

$70

2nd Payment

Friday 24th Apr 2020

3rd Payment
4th Payment

Term 3 Netbook payment is now overdue.
Please call the office on 9404 1362 to make a payment over the phone.
Payments can also be made using your family BPAY account.

