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Important Dates

Date
March 18-26
March 26
April 3
April 4
April 4
April 22
April 25
April 30
May 7
May 8
May 29

Event

Somers School Camp (Selected Students)
Year 6 SRC Student Leadership Excursion
School Photo Day

Easter Bonnet Parade and Easter Raffle Drawn
Last Day of Term 1

First Day of Term 2

ANZAC Day Public Holiday

Wild West Athon

Maths Olympiad

Mothers Day Stall

BDSSA Cross Country

Easter Raffle

Tickets S1 each!

If you would like to donate to our Easter raffle, please leave

your donation at the office.

Money raised from the raffle will go towards furniture for The Findon Village and

new basketball hoops in the hall.
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Principal's Message

Acknowledgement to Country
We are learning on Wurundjeri Country and in the spirit of reconciliation, Findon
Primary School acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we

are learning. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging and

extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Hello from Anita®

Findon Values:

Be Respectful.......by acknowledging ,,_:.5

others e

Be Responsible......by working with HaRmONy WEEK
others ) f t . ‘ : tﬁﬁt b3 A 4 } t . t

Be Honest......by telling the truth

EVErYONE BELONgS

Do Your Best......by being the best
version of yourself

Show Care and Compassion.......by helping someone you may not be a friend with

What a week!
Our school continues to be very busy with many things happening across all areas

of the school.

Congratulations to the students, staff and army of parent helpers who continue to

support our students with many different at school and out of school activities.



On Friday 21st, we had our Harmony Week
multicultural lunch/picnic day. This day
celebrates the differing types of cultures that
present within our student population. We are
very proud of all the different cultures and work
hard to have Findon Primary represent itself as
an inclusive school. We have up to 24 different
languages spoken within our Findon
community. Our school is a much richer place
for this, and our students continue to work to

actively show our school values by

acknowledging the different cultures and

traditions.

Last year, our students created our Cultural Diversity Hand Mural which had 280
students from Findon Primary. It represented that we all belonged at Findon
Primary School, no matter where we came from or our religion or culture. | was
able to observe our students working this week, on a new mural with Nicole in

Visual Arts and | can’t wait to see the finished product.

It is also exciting to watch our Roscoe the snake take shape at the front of the
school. | was so impressed with the different styles of rocks our students are

creating.

Primary to Secondary School Transition
Moving from primary to secondary school is an important step in a child’s

education. In Victoria, students normally start secondary school in Year 7.

Recently | have been approached by many parents to provide advice about
enrolling in secondary schools. There are many families currently thinking about
their options and anxiously hoping they are accepted in their school of choice.

Here are the basics:

In Victoria, there are 2 main types of schools:

1. Government (or ‘public’) schools, administered by the Department of

Education



2. Non-government (or ‘Independent’) schools, which includes private

schools and religious schools

Understanding the different types of schools can help you decide which school is
right for you and your child. For children with disability or additional needs, this

may be a mainstream government school or a specialist government school.

For information about home schooling, visit home schooling.

The following information is for students that are seeking placement at a
government secondary school. If you wish for your child to attend a non-
government secondary school, please contact individual non-government

secondary schools for their enrolment processes.

Right to enrol at your local school

Your child has a right to enrol at their local school. This right is set out in the
Education and Training Reform Act 2006. Your child must be offered a place at
your local school if they live within the school zone. For more information, visit
school zones.

You also have the choice to seek enrolment at a school that is not your local
school. All students who seek enrolment in a school outside of their zone should

be enrolled if there is sufficient accommodation at the school.

Find your local school

You can find your local school and other
government schools in your area at Find my

School. The Find my School website is the

official and most up to date source of school
zone maps in Victoria. All government primary,
secondary and specialist schools are on Find

my School.

It is important to go to school open days and
tours at secondary schools to help you and your child with the move from primary

to secondary school.


https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/

Visit school websites or contact schools directly to find out more about open days

and booking tours.

Foundation 2026 Enrolments

We have had many tours and enquiries for enrolments for Foundation 2026. We
are already beginning to have many submitted enrolments as early as March. If
you are planning to enrol your child at Findon Primary School in 2026, please

complete the enrolment forms and provide them to the office as soon as possible.

| thoroughly enjoy taking our school tours and encourage you, even if you are
already a parent within our community to come to a tour if your child will be
attending Findon primary in 2026. It is an opportunity for you to see our school

with a different perspective.

6Ciio0L
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Over the past few weeks, we have been working through the school council
process for 2025. This has included a nomination and election process. We have

now concluded this process.
Thank you to al the parents who have self-nominated this year. We also thank all
the parents who have been on school council for the 2024 year and are continuing
their work with school council in sub committees.
The successful candidates from the election voting are:

1. Kathy de Silva

2. Stephanie Hine

3. Joanne Luke

The 2025 School Council members are:

Principal - Anita Osavkovska
Staff rep - Laura Sansonetti
Staff rep - Tenielle Curtiss

Staff rep - Jenny Trajkovski



Parent Rep - Kirsty Biddington
Parent Rep - Kathy de Silva

Parent Rep - Stephanie Hine

Parent Rep - Kerryn Johnson - Waters
Parent Rep - Joanne Luke

Parent Rep - Sharlene Parsonage

Thank you to all the parents/community members who have put their hand up to
support our school from all levels. | am excited to work with this new school
council body and also work with our parents who continue to volunteer their time

on respective school council sub committees.

NAPLAN

We would like to congratulate all of our Year 3 and Year 5 students for
demonstrating strong learner dispositions such as determination, resilience and
perseverance during our NAPLAN assessments over the last two weeks.
Throughout the NAPLAN preparation period we let our students know that these
assessments are only one snapshot in time, and don't represent the depth of
knowledge, understanding and skills that our students have in literacy and
numeracy. We know that our students tried their very best during the assessments

and remained calm and focussed throughout the testing period.

We would also like to thank our Year 3 and 5 teachers for supporting our young
people during the NAPLAN assessment platform and ensuring students felt at
ease with the process. We have been told that the NAPLAN results will be
forwarded to schools sometime between mid-August and mid-September. We will

communicate this information as soon as we know!

Student Cohort Attendance Data@ 10/3/2025 - Week 7

Foundation Year1/2 Year3/4 Year5/6

Average attendance rate 90.78% 97.96% 97.52% 97.88%

Well done to all our students for contributing to raising the overall percentages.



Somers Camp 2025

Students from Findon Primary have had the opportunity to attend an externally
organised DE Camp experience. 160 students from a wide range of schools
participate in a comprehensive outdoor and environmental program in a
residential school setting, as well as an opportunity to develop and enhance their
skills around the Victorian Curriculum Capabilities, particularly the Personal and

Social Capability.

We are very proud of our students who are attending this camp and know that they

will be exemplary role models for our school.

Easter Raffle

Our Easter Raffle will be drawn on the final day of Term 1 at our Easter Bonnet
parade and final Assembly of the term. Our hamper is created from donations from
families and staff, and | would like to give a huge shout out to everyone who has
sent in items to be included! We are continuing to accept items for the hampers up
until Friday 28th March.

Additional tickets are available from the office if required.

| wish you all a great week everyone.

Enjoy these amazing Autumn days. Not long to go until the end of term®

Anita Osavkovska

Principal
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Foundation Team

—

OUR INQUIRY WORK

This Term in our Inquiry unit, Foundation students have
been learning about themselves and the world all
around them. Students have looked at what has
changed since they were young, and have even
looked at what family and school life was like before
they were born.

We were all very lucky to have
a special guest join us during
an Inquiry lesson...our
wonderful maintenance
worker Bill!

The students were able to ask Bill
questions about school in the past,
and learnt about things such as
blackboards, typewriters and old
school photos in black and white.
They spent some time comparing life
back then to the resources we are
lucky enough to have now. Many of

our students asked insightful
questions such as:

ﬂwi'\y are the ™\
photos in e
black and | a\,.it\ q
AN grey?” /: ¥ we® : “Were your teachers nice?”
v

Learning Team 1

Nicole, Jessica and Olivia



Year 3/4 Team

In Year 3/4, students have been exploring measurement in maths, with a focus on

length and perimeter. They have been learning how to measure objects accurately
using rulers and measuring tapes, compare different lengths, and understand how
perimeter is used in real life situations. Through hands on activities and
discussions, students have discovered why measurement is important, from
designing spaces to calculating distances. Soon, we will shift our focus to
statistics and data, where students will learn how to collect, organise, and
interpret information.

A highlight of this learning was a fun and creative activity where students found
the perimeter of their own names or initials. Using grid paper, they wrote their
names and initials in block letters and carefully measured the total distance
around each letter. This hands on approach helped students develop a deeper
understanding of perimeter while also allowing them to be creative.

Through these activities, students have been strengthening their measurement
skills and learning how to apply mathematical concepts in engaging and

meaningful ways. They have enjoyed working collaboratively, problem solving, and
discovering how measurement is all around us!
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Auslan - Term 1

Hi Findon Community!

We have had a great start to Auslan
this year. For starters, we have been // T®
learning in our new Auslan room. This
is very exciting as there is lots of room
to practice signing, playing games
and displaying Auslan signs and

student work.
Auslanin Term1.......

Foundation

-

j

Students have learnt basic Auslan signs, including greetings, family, classroom

and everyday signs. They have engaged in songs and games to practice newly

learnt signs and have practiced simple signed communication.

Years 1/2

Students have revised the Auslan alphabet, questions
and family signs and have practised simple
conversations with others. They have been learning
about Deaf culture, including learning about the Deaf
community flag and how different countries have their

own sign languages.

Years 3/4




Students have begun the year revisiting the alphabet,
sighing and recognising their name, as well as
greetings and manners signs. They have learnt new
classroom and everyday signs and have been
practicing simple signed communication. Students
have been busy making posters about different ways

to communicate with people who are Deaf or Hard of

Hearing.

Years 5/6
This term students have been learning about Deaf history and Deaf culture, and
have been researching a well-known Deaf role model. They have learnt how to be

Deaf aware and about ways to assist the Deaf community.

Things to look forward to:

® Your child showing you their Auslan learning at home... don't forget to ask
them!
® Some Year 3/4s will be signing * What a Wonderful World’ at our end of

term assembly.

Sarah Lord
LOTE Teacher - Auslan



Physical Education - Term 1

Foundation Students

In Term 1, our Foundation students are focusing
on developing fundamental motor skills while
learning important social skills for playing
games together. We are working on skills such
as running, jumping, hopping, skipping, leaping,
and balancing, essential movements that build

coordination and confidence. Alongside these

physical skills, students are also learning how to
take turns, play fairly, and follow simple game rules. Safety is a key focus, ensuring

they understand how to move safely in a shared space and use equipment

properly.

Year 1/2 Students

In Term 1, our Year 1/2 students are focusing
on developing their fundamental motor skills,
with a strong emphasis on throwing and
catching. These skills are essential for
building hand-eye coordination, object
control, and overall confidence in movement.
Students are learning how to track a moving
object, position their hands correctly for

catching, and use their fingers and hands to

secure the ball. When throwing, they are
practicing different techniques, including underarm and overarm throws, while
working on accuracy, control, and force. These skills help lay the foundation for a

variety of sports and physical activities, promoting both individual skill



development and cooperative play. Through engaging activities and partner-based
games, students are also learning to anticipate movement, react quickly, and
understand how to adjust their positioning to successfully catch and throw

different objects.

Year 3/4

In Term 1, our Year 3/4 students are focusing on developing their fundamental
motor skills through striking, throwing, and catching, with a particular emphasis on
learning how to play teeball. Students are refining their hand-eye coordination as
they practice throwing with accuracy and control, catching with a baseball glove,
and striking a ball with a bat. They are learning the correct techniques for gripping
and swinging a bat, making contact with the ball, and following through to
generate power and direction. When catching, students are developing their ability
to track a moving ball, position their glove correctly, and use soft hands to absorb
the impact. Throwing skills focus on body positioning, stepping in opposition, and
using their arms effectively to increase power and accuracy. Through fun and
structured teeball activities, students are not only building these essential
movement skills but also improving their ability to work as a team, communicate

effectively, and understand game strategies.

Additionally, during Term 1, students enjoyed a fun-filled day at the beach, where

they learned essential life-saving skills.

Year 5/6

In Term 1, our Year 5/6 students have been refining their fundamental motor skills
through striking, throwing, and catching, with a strong focus on developing their
abilities in teeball. As their skills progress, they are learning advanced techniques,
including proper bat grip and swing mechanics, generating power through their

stance, and making strategic ball placements when hitting.

In fielding, students are enhancing their ability to track and anticipate the ball, use
correct glove positioning for secure catches, and throw with accuracy, control, and
power. They are also practicing footwork and quick decision-making to strengthen
their defensive play. Through structured gameplay, students are gaining a deeper
understanding of teeball rules and strategies, such as base running, force plays,

and team coordination. These lessons not only improve hand-eye coordination



and movement skills but also foster strategic

thinking, communication, and teamwork.

Additionally, during Term 1, students enjoyed
a fun-filled day at the beach, where they
learned essential life-saving skills. Some of
our students are also representing the school
in our local district interschool sports

program.

Ms Christella Paschalis

Sports Coordinator and Physical Education Teacher



STEM
STEM-Term 1

This term in STEM, students from Foundation to Year 6 have been engaging in
hands-on, problem-solving challenges that encourage creativity, critical thinking,

and collaboration. Here's a look at what each year level has been working on:

Foundation - Winter Outfit Engineering Design

Our youngest learners have been exploring materials and
their properties by designing and creating snow outfits!
They investigated what makes clothing warm and
waterproof, later this term they will design their own winter

outfit using various materials to keep a paper doll "warm"

in snowy conditions.

Year 1/2 - Shelter Design

This term we have been learning about the importance of
shelter and how different materials impact structure and
protection. They explored various types of shelters and are
now beginning to work through the design process to
create their own shelter, testing them against different

weather conditions.

Year 3/4 - Birdhouse Shelters

This term, students explored how plants and animals depend on each other. They
learned how animals build shelters before they begin to take on the challenge of
designing a safe space for an injured bird. Using the engineering design process,
they will plan, build, and test their bird shelters, learning valuable problem-solving

skills along the way.



Year 5/6 - Minecraft Sustainable Farms

Our senior students combined technology and
environmental science by designing sustainable farms in
Minecraft! They have explored different crop planting
systems, irrigation systems and efficient farming
techniques to create virtual farms that could showcase
their knowledge.

It has been an exciting term in STEM, and we look forward to seeing students
continue to develop their problem-solving and design skills next term. Thank you
for your ongoing support!

Steevi-Anne Flack
STEM Teacher



Visual Arts

Visual Arts - Term 1

Foundation:

Welcome Foundation students to an exciting
journey into the world of Visual Arts! This term
focuses on the magical elements of colour and
lines. Students will learn about Primary and
Secondary colours, as well as the different variety
of lines and how to draw them. Colour will be
explored through the classic children’s story, The
Rainbow Fish.

Students will learn about self-portraits by exploring

a variety of famous artists and learn about
proportion and characteristics to look at when creating a picture of themselves.
Students will unleash their creativity and express themselves through fun and

engaging art activities!

Year 1/2:

This term, Year One and Two students will be
exploring the concept of 'Space' in visual arts.
They will learn about positive and negative
space, by creating a self-portrait titled ‘Bubble
Gum Portrait’ that includes a fully detailed
background. Students will focus on the area
around objects, identifying what they have

created and what remains empty. They will be

encouraged to fill the entire space in their

artwork, ensuring no area is left blank. Additionally, they will develop an



understanding of foreground, midground, and background, helping them to create

depth and balance in their compositions.

Year 3/4:

This term, Year 3/4 students will dive into the fascinating
life and works of one of the most influential artists of the
20th century, Pablo Picasso. Through our exploration, we
will gain insights into Picasso's groundbreaking
contribution to the art movement known as Cubism and
discover the diverse styles he experimented with

throughout his career. Students will have a particular

focus on portraits using cubism and abstract techniques

taught.

Year 5/6:

Students will be introduced to the world famous and one of
the most influential and unique female artist of our time,
Yayoi Kusama, the Japanese artist, who is currently
exhibiting her works at the National Gallery of Victoria,
explores art through many different styles including; Pop Art,
Installation, Sculpture and Abstract. Students will explore,
research and analyse the work and styles of Yayoi and create

pieces inspired by her and the style of Pop Art.

Artistic Foxes - Art Extension Group:
Congratulations to all students who applied
for our art extension group and the students
who were successful. We have been busy
already, creating Roscoe The Rock Snake,
our beautiful joint community art project,
which encourages all students in our school
and our community to decorate their own
rock and join it on to Roscoe ‘to watch him

grow’. You will find Roscoe at the front of the

school and please decorate a rock and add

to him.



Students have been having lessons building on their artistic skills and techniques,

with a particular focus on proportion and shading.

Nicole O'Connell Jenny Trajkovski
Specialist Instructional Leader Learning Specialist
Visual & Performing Arts Teacher Visual Arts Teacher
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Wellbeing
Wellbeing at Findon

Meet our Wellbeing Ambassadors:

This term our Wellbeing Ambassadors began their roles enthusiastically. Within
their role, the ambassadors work with Holiday, the Student Welfare Officer. Each
week they pick a school value and explain it's meaning to the school and provide

examples of how it can be demonstrated.

This week's value was Respect. The ambassadors explained respect as treating
others how you would like to be treated. They provided the example that respect
means to listen, face the presenter, and not talk to your friends while other people

are speaking in assembly.

Earlier in the term, the Wellbeing Ambassadors conducted a colouring in and
slogan competition to celebrate Children’s Mental Health Week. Congratulations
to Ethan S from 1/2D, Raphael from 1/2B, and Millie from 1/2A, who were our
colouring competition winners! Congratulations also to Yaseen from 3/4B who

won the slogan competition with the slogan “Be Kind and Be Generous”.



Holiday Holcombe-James & Jenny Trajkovski
Welfare & Wellbeing



Foundation JN Erin All Values

Foundation JN Luna Do Your Best
Foundation OS Eli Be Respectful, Do Your Best
1/2CM Millie Do Your Best
1/2 CM Sebastian Do Your Best
1/2FT Sheharyar Do Your Best
3/4 LH Braelyn All Values
3/48) Emma Be Responsible
3/4 ST Lucas Do Your Best
5/6 DF Nikhitaa Be Responsible
5/6 HS Sienna All Values
5/6 HS Ali Be Responsible
5/6JS Dyson Do Your Best, Show Care and Compassion
5/6JS Cooper Do Your Best
5/6 MM Brandon All Values

Week 6

(Week 5 and 6 Photo is above)

Foundation JN |zaac Do Your Best



Foundation OS Zachary Do Your Best

1/2 CM Declan Be Responsible
1/2CM Willow Do Your Best

1/2 FT Annie Show Care and Compassion
1/2 FT Luca Be Responsible, Do Your Best
1/2 KH Hani Do Your Best

1/2 NB Keanu Do Your Best

1/2 NB Elektra Be Responsible

1/2 NB Alexander Do Your Best

3/4 LH Lucy Do Your Best

3/4 LH Lucas Do Your Best

3/48) Aaron Do Your Best

3/4 ST Lucas Show Care and Compassion
3/4 ST Adrien Do Your Best

3/4 ST Mason Be Respectful, Do Your Best
5/6 DF Prince All Values

5/6 DF Stan Do Your Best

5/6 DF Etu All Values

5/6 HS Lincoln All Values

5/6 HS Ali All Values

5/6 HS Sienna All Values

5/6 JS Sai All Values

5/6JS Phoenix All Values

Do Your Best

Foundation JN Luna
Foundation OS Senkodi

Show Care and Compassion



1/2 CM
1/2 CM
1/2 CM
1/2 FT
1/2 NB
3/4LH
3/48)
3/4 ST
3/4 ST
5/6 DF
5/6 DF
5/6 HS
5/6 HS
5/6 HS
5/6 HS
5/6 JS
5/6 JS
5/6 JS
5/6 MM
5/6 MM
5/6 MM
5/6 MM

Alfie
Alfie
Mackenzie
Luca
Ally
Bailey
Enisa
Liam
Storey
Joey
Cassie
Shelbie
Nika
Lexi
Suheyl
Cooper
Brooke
Cooper
Isaac
KC
Yasmin

Lillian

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Do Your Best

Do Your Best

Do Your Best

Do Your Best

Do Your Best

Do Your Best

Do Your Best

Do Your Best

Do Your Best

Be Responsible, Do Your Best
Do Your Best, Show Care and Compassion

All Values
All Values

Do Your Best
All Values
All Values

Do Your Best

Do Your Best
All Values
All Values

Be Responsible, Do Your Best

Be Honest, Do Your Best
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3(:'\ MILL PARK

‘.\ SECONDARY COLLEGE

MILL PARK

SECONDARY COLLEGE
INVITES FAMILIES TO JOIN US
FOR OUR

Showcase
Evening

Principal’s

Tues 1 April 2025 | welcomes30pm

Tours and Expo
Middle Years Campus, 5:30-8:00pm | 6:00 - 7:30pm

9-25 Moorhead Drive, Mill Park

Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/CZCNE

Bookings to attend the Showcase Evening SEAL and
are essential, and can be made via

trybooking in the URL provided or ACCELERATED

by scanning the QR code. LEARNING

PROGRAMS

Information
millparksc.vic.edu.au Session at 7:30pm

Discover howyou can Create your future!




